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Introduction

The purpose of this document is to provide a factual account of events from the
murder of four Lakewood officers in a coffee shop on November 29", 2009. This review
was based on the investigation conducted by the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office and the
crime scene reconstruction done by the Washington State Patrol. The lessons learned
portion is based on the professional experience of the reviewers (professional biographies
of the reviewers can be found at the end of this document) as well as feedback from
various professional police groups, such as Washington’s Master Defensive Tactics
instructor cadre. It should be noted that the official scene reconstruction report was not
completed until recently and any written report prior to now was unsanctioned,
irresponsible, and likely not factual. After reading this report, particularly the lessons
learned portion, if there is comment or feedback or if you have a conclusion different
than the reviewers’, please feel free to call Lakewood Assistant Chief Mike Zaro at 253-
830-5000.

City and Department Profile

The City of Lakewood first incorporated in 1996 and contracted with the Pierce
County Sheriff’s Department for police services. In August of 2004 the City stood up its
own police department consisting of 100 commissioned or sworn personnel and 21
civilian staff. The department is broken into patrol, investigations, neighborhood
policing, and traffic. We are members of a regional SWAT team made up of several
participating agencies, of which Lakewood is the largest.

Since inception, training has been a point of emphasis for our department. The
station has an indoor range and defensive tactics training area as well as a small gym.
Approximately 20% of our officers are either firearms or defensive tactics instructors.
Our training is based on current best practices and includes fusion training in which
officers use non-lethal marking cartridges, in reality-based scenarios that involve multiple
levels of force.

The City of Lakewood has a diverse population with multiple demographics and
unique populations that require in service uses of force and application of our training.
One significant example of these unique populations is the State mental health facility
and other large mental health treatment facilities that place patients in the community and
also attract patients from other areas seeking mental health treatment. The department has
had four officer involved shootings since inception (all justified uses of force).

Minimum patrol staffing is one sergeant and five officers per shift. This was the
staffing number the morning of November 29", 2009. The day shift squads start at
0600hrs.



Victim Profiles

Sgt. Mark Renninger

- 39y.0.a.5’10” 185lbs

- Hired by Lakewood at inception

- 8years as an officer with the Tukwila, WA, P.D. prior to Lakewood

- Promoted to Sergeant in 2008

- SWAT team leader

- Executive board member and instructor, Washington State Tactical Officers
Association

Officer Tina Griswold

- 40y.0.a.5°1” 107lbs

- Hired by Lakewood at inception

- 4 years as an officer with Shelton, WA, P.D. and 5 years with Lacey, WA, P.D.
prior to Lakewood.

- SWAT experience prior to Lakewood

- Former member of Lakewood Special Operations (narcotics and vice)



Officer Ronnie Owens

- 39y.0.a.6°3” 215lbs

- Very athletic

- Hired by Lakewood at inception

- 7 years with the Washington State Patrol prior to Lakewood

Officer Greg Richards

- 42y.0.a.5’10” 195lbs
- Hired by Lakewood at inception
- 3years with Kent, WA, P.D. prior to Lakewood



Suspect Profile

Maurice Clemmons

- 37y.0.a.5’7” 208lbs

- History of incarceration for violent offenses

- Recent physical altercation with Pierce County Sheriff’s Deputies and indications
of mental instability

- Recent arrest for rape of a child and assault and is released on bail November 23".

- November 26" (Thanksgiving Day) makes threats to friends and family that he is
going to Kill police and innocent citizens

- November 26™ Clemmons removes bail bonds company’s GPS tracking device

- November 27" and 28" Clemmons is becoming increasingly irrational. Friends
and family see him with 2 firearms and he repeats his threats to kill people

- chhhistory of contact with the Lakewood Police Department prior to November
29"

- No known formal firearms training or experience.

- Autopsy toxicology report showed no drugs or alcohol in his system



Incident Locion Profile

Forza Coffee Company

- 11401 Steele St South, Tacoma, WA

- Chain of coffee shops founded by former police officer

- Each location franchised to different owner

- This location is in unincorporated Pierce County

- Very close to the city limits of Tacoma and Lakewood

- Frequented by officers from multiple jurisdictions

- The front door (pictured in the photo above) faces west.

- The walls on the west and south sides are almost exclusively windows.
- Internal video surveillance system was inoperable

November 29", 2009

Interior Layout and Positions

Sgt. Renninger was the supervisor on duty with a squad of five patrol officers. At
0620 hrs several members of the squad, including Griswold and Owens, were involved in
a physical fight with a subject either on drugs or experiencing mental illness or both.
Officer Griswold was struck in the face during that altercation and the subject was
eventually subdued and taken to the hospital. Officers dealt with follow-up on that call
until approximately 0730 hrs. After the conclusion of that call, the victim officers drove
to the Forza Coffee shop. Records show Sgt. Renninger’s purchase was the first at
0755hrs, followed by Officer Griswold at 0759 hrs, and Officer Owens at 0801 hrs. There
were no receipts for Officer Richards and he is believed to have been at the counter
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preparing to order at the time of the shooting. The officers’ cars were parked in various
locations but were visible from all sides of the building.

In addition to the officers, inside the shop were two baristas working behind the
counter and a male and female couple (customers) sitting in the southwest corner next to
the door. There was another female witness who went through the drive through during
the middle of the incident.

The officers were sitting at two tables along the north wall. Sgt. Renninger was
seated facing east with a half wall behind him and the interior wall to his left. Officer
Griswold was seated facing north with her back to the open shop, and Officer Owens was
seated facing south with his back to the north wall. Officer Richards was at the counter
and not yet seated. Sgt. Renninger and Officer Owens had their laptop computers out on
the tables. Officer Griswold had only food and a drink on the table. See Appendix for
diagram of shop with positions of officers prior to the shooting.

Suspect/Officer Interaction

Clemmons entered the shop and was verbally greeted by the barista helping
Officer Richards. Clemmons did not reply and walked past the couple in the southwest
corner and directly to the tables where the officers were sitting. He turned, produced a
9mm semiautomatic Glock and shot Officer Griswold in the back of the head killing her
instantly. Clemmons then turned and shot Sgt. Renninger in the right side of the head
killing him instantly. Evidence indicated the Glock malfunctioned after the second shot
and was no longer capable of firing. After the second shot and with Clemmons’
semiautomatic now inoperable, Officers Owens closed distance on Clemmons and
became engaged in a physical altercation. During this altercation Clemmons produced a
.38 caliber revolver and shot Officer Owens in the head, killing him near instantly.
Officer Richards, who had also closed distance on Clemmons but started much further
away than Officer Owens, continued in the physical confrontation with Clemmons.
During the struggle with Officer Richards, Clemmons fired the .38 revolver multiple
times, striking various surfaces in different directions in the shop, eventually expending
all the rounds in the pistol. During the struggle, Officer Richards’ taser and taser holster
were removed from his belt. The removal of both the holster and the taser indicate it was
torn from his belt as opposed to being drawn. Further into the altercation, Officer
Richards’ duty weapon, a .40 caliber Glock, was removed from his holster. Officer
Richards shot Clemmons once in the torso, which the medical examiner would later
determine to be a non-fatal wound. Clemmons eventually gained control of the pistol and
shot Officer Richards in the head, killing him instantly; Officer Richards fell to the
ground in the threshold of the front door. Clemmons then fled the scene on foot to his
awaiting truck and getaway driver approximately .2 miles away, leaving the two guns he
came with behind in the shop and taking Officer Richards’ gun with him.



Witness Activity

Once the shooting started, the couple in the southwest corner fled out the front
door and down the street where they called 911. The two baristas fled out of the back
door and drove to a convenience store down the street where they called 911 and waited
for police. Clemmons’ getaway vehicle, a white truck, and driver happened to be parked
across the street from the convenience store and the baristas saw Clemmons get into the
truck and flee. It was this witness account that ultimately led to identification of
Clemmons as a suspect.

The female customer in the drive-thru reported seeing a physical fight in the store
through the large exterior windows. She discounted the fight as horseplay and continued
through the drive-thru. When she approached the window, however, the baristas had
already fled. She waited approximately 15 to 30 seconds before pulling away from the
window and driving back around past the front of the store. As she did, she saw
Clemmons walking from the front of the store and saw Officer Richards on the ground
over the threshold of the door, having been shot in the head. She then fled the scene and
called 911.

The first 911 call was recorded at 0814 hrs and information was put out to local
officers that a shooting had occurred at Forza. When officers and deputies arrived on
scene they found all four Lakewood officers deceased.

Investigation

With the shooting taking place in unincorporated Pierce County, the Sheriff’s
Office was primary investigating agency with forensic assistance from the Washington
State Patrol Crime Response Team. Once the investigation identified Clemmons as the
suspect, information was released to the media and all local jurisdictions were notified.
Information was quickly developed that he may have gone to King County, the
neighboring county to the north.

On December 1% at 0245 hrs, 42 hours after the shooting at Forza, a lone Seattle
Police Officer was investigating an abandoned stolen vehicle in the middle of a
residential street with the hood up and engine running. The officer noticed someone
approaching his car from behind, and exited his patrol car. Almost immediately after
exiting his vehicle the officer was confronted by Clemmons who was attempting to
retrieve something from his sweatshirt pocket. The officer immediately recognized him
as the suspect in the Forza shootings and drew his weapon while giving him commands
to show his hands. Clemmons did not comply and was shot by the officer. Clemmons ran
in front of the officer’s car to a nearby yard where he fell to the ground. After additional
officers arrived they took control of Clemmons and located Officer Richards’ duty
weapon in the pocket that Clemmons was reaching for. Clemmons died at the scene.















1=Sergeant Mark Renninger
2=0Officer Tina Griswold
3=Officer Ronnie Owens
4=0Officer Greg Richards

5 & 6=Barista

7 & 8= Civilian Customers

Front
Door


jnichols
Typewritten Text
1

jnichols
Typewritten Text
2

jnichols
Typewritten Text
3

jnichols
Typewritten Text
4

jnichols
Typewritten Text
5

jnichols
Typewritten Text
6

jnichols
Typewritten Text
 

jnichols
Typewritten Text
 7

jnichols
Typewritten Text
8

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Rectangle

jnichols
Typewritten Text
1=Sergeant Mark Renninger
2=Officer Tina Griswold
3=Officer Ronnie Owens
4=Officer Greg Richards
5 & 6=Barista 
7 & 8= Civilian Customers

jnichols
Typewritten Text
Front 
Door


	Table of Contents AAR
	AAR final 2.pdf
	Forza Diagram 2



